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Mark was born in Lahore, Pakistan, the son of greatest generation members the late Frances 
Boyd (Methodist seminary lay minister) and the late Dr.  Claude C.  Boyd  (dedicated Texas 
educator, United  States foreign civil servant and WWII veteran). By the time he graduated 
from High School (1980 American Cooperative School, La Paz, Bolivia,  Boyd was Varsity 
Basketball and Soccer Jr/Sr year, GO COUGARS!), Mark had attended 14 schools in seven 
different countries (United States {Texas, Pennsylvania & Virginia}, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Chile, Panama, Dominican Republic and Bolivia). Mark is equally fluent in Spanish and 
English.   He’s been living in the Dallas area since his Freshman year at SMU.  Dr. Boyd has 
been recognized as one of the most diversely skilled, talented, and experienced civil and 
environmental engineers in Texas.  Dr. Boyd was the 2010 TSPE Dallas Chapter Engineer of 
the year.  The TSPE Texas Engineer of the Year honor was conferred in 2012  to Dr. Boyd in 
large part because of his successful development,  execution, and delivery of specialized 
engineering solutions during his many years in his current position as LCA Environmental, 
Inc’s Managing Partner and Principal Engineer working on high profile critical infrastructure 
projects for water districts, toll road authorities, public/private partnerships, TxDOT 
(districts throughout Texas),   City of Dallas, City of Fort Worth, other public sector clients,  
numerous independent school districts, and  private sector clients.   He did not stop 
working after the State award.  The present Dallas ASCE award reflects recognition of Dr. 
Boyd’s 27+ year lifetime body of work including academic accomplishments of earning 
a Ph.D. (1991) from Southern Methodist University’s Bobby B. Lyle School of Engineering 
where he published seminal research about North Texas storm water pollution processes.  
Dr. Boyd has also produced award winning technical papers about notable professional 
practice projects building and designing roadways and hospitals.   Dr. Boyd’s service to the 
academic community did not stop when he earned his doctorate, as he has served with 
high student and faculty satisfaction ratings for the past 14 years as an Adjunct Assistant 
Professor for the SMU Lyle School of Engineering teaching graduate courses in surface and 
groundwater contaminant fate and transport mechanics.  To help add to the engineering 
body of knowledge, Dr. Boyd has also served on SMU dissertation committees as a 
mentor to engineering doctoral candidates.    Dr. Boyd’s constant service and leadership 
to the community have included servant-leader work for Dallas ASCE Chapter as the SMU 
Student Chapter Advisor and the TSPE Dallas Chapter board member and program chair. 
Dr.  Boyd served the Boy Scouts of America with distinction (Your Extraordinary Service 
Award), TSPE’s engineering scholarship programs, and American Society of Civil Engineers 
at all levels.    In May 2012, for his accomplishments and specialized knowledge in the 
field, the American Academy of Water Resources Engineers (AAWRE) conferred upon Dr. 
Boyd the title of Diplomate, Water Resources Engineer.  

He can be found at his home in Richardson still in love and on his extended honeymoon. 
Mark has been happily married for 30 years to Monica Fatima Zalaquett of La Paz, Bolivia.  
Dr.  Boyd has two college-age kids he is very proud of, Natalie Nassim, a University of 
North Texas Dean’s List Junior, and Stephen Hickel, Eagle Scout, a Southern Methodist 
University graduating Senior.   Without the loving support of his parents (RIP), his parents-
in-law the late Ernesto (RIP Dad 1A) and Violeta Zalaquett (RIP Mom 1A) , and family 
Monica, Stephen and Natalie,  Mark would never have made it.
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